“This 1s now our greatestthoroughfare, and our people
look upon it and say,

‘What a wonderful change since the fire.’”
-Chicago Tribune, 1872
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Built in the immediate aftermath of the Great Chicago Fire
of 1871, the Holden Block represents the best and most
architecturally luxurious styles of office building still
standing today.
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Stephen Vaughan Shipman

Charles C. P. Holden

Considered one of Chicago’s “old settlers,” Holden commissioned the namesake building as a
“speculative property” designed to accommodate a variety of commercial uses. Architect
Stephen Shipman was praised for using highly desirable Buena Vista stone in the construction
of the front facade. Elaborate carvings and motifs along the windows serve as a nod to the
Italianate building style, which exploded in popularity when the City began rebuilding its
commercial districts. Today, only a handful of these Italianate and Buena Vista buildings
remain, and the Holden Block is considered the best surviving example of 1870s-era
commercial loft development.
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The ma;rmﬁwm Tﬁﬂma Vista stone bloek, |
on the nwibweﬁh corner of La Salle street,
 looms up in splendid ;;mpﬁmiﬂnsw “The or- |
‘nate beauty of the front elevations ol hoth |
Madison and La Salle streets, calls forth the |
| admiration of the bam:aidﬂr. , ’I‘he mxrd ﬁam“ ;
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JONATHAN ZIMMERMAN

o 312:263:8787

JZIMMERMAN @WILEARDJONES.COM
. WILEARDJONES.COM
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